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The Blessed One
When Manrique published his Travels in 1649 he was, as
Procurator-General of the estates of his order, an important
cleric at the Roman Curia, As such, he strove to make the book as
scholarly as he could by quotations from the Fathers and florid
passages founded on the Latin classics. But he was not a man of
real intellectual curiosity, particularly in the matter of oriental
religions. During the days which followed his audience, we do not
find him exploring the site of the Mahamuni, the most renowned
of all Buddhist sites at that time in Further India.
But we are more curious 5 moreover, to turn aside from Sin-
gutta hill without acquainting ourselves with it more closely
would leave us almost as ignorant as was Manrique of one of the
elements of a singular drama.
The Mahamuni precincts occupied the whole hill, both the top
and the sides. There were three walled enclosures, the lowest wall
at the base, the second thirty feet up, and the third, enclosing the
levelled summit, again thirty feet higher. Covered step-ways
mounting from gates at the four cardinal points led to the shrine,
the centre of the innermost enclosure. In the first enclosure were a
library and a reservoir fed by a perennial spring. In the second
were twelve figures of Hindu deities dating from the pre-Ara-
kanese period. These now occupied the position of guardian spirits
assigned to them in the Buddhism of the Little Vehicle, which,
though it did not strictly recognize deities, had no positive objec-
tion to them provided they served and worshipped the Buddha.
More important was a great banyan tree, under which the Blessed
One had rested while superintending—as legend had it—the
.casting of his statue. In the third enclosure, besides the shrine,
was a bell, the Yattara bell (the bell now hanging there is a copy
made in 1754), one of the strangest bells in the world, for inscribed
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